Part I - Summary and Legislative Recommendations 


1. A preliminary survey carried on in 1959-60 revealed that while the interest 
in program development for gifted children in Illinois school districts is strong, there 
are very few specifically developed and organized programs for gifted children in 
Illinois schools.! A fully adequate basis of knowledge about such programs to sup- 
port their full development does not exist. Qualified personnel to operate and direct 
such programs are extremely scarce. 


2. Twenty-three study projects are under way in Illinois schools during 1960-61 
in association with the Special Study Project for Gifted Children. These studies, 
listed in Part III of this report, are directed to expanding what is known about the 
operation of programs for gifted children in local school districts. Reports from 
these studies will be submitted June 15, 1961. 


3. In addition to the data which will be available in the reports to be submitted 
in June, 1961, it is recommended that additional data be derived from a group of 
studies to be carried on in local districts during 1961-62. 


4. Following the analysis of data from the first year of studies, 1960-61, and 
the second year of studies, 1961-62, a report will be submitted in December, 1962 
in which a recommended State plan will be set forth. 


5. Funds equal in amount to those available in the current biennium, $150,000, 
are requested to complete the study. It is recommended that the reimbursement fea- 
ture, which is better adapted to a support program than to a study program, be re- 
placed by a budget-approval plan similar to that employed by the Cooperative Research 
Program of the United States Office of Education under Public Law 531. 


I See pp. 3-7 of Progress Report No. 1 (Urbana, Illinois: Special Study Project 
for Gifted Children, February 15, 1960) and David M. Jackson, "Programs and 
Provisions for Gifted Children in Illinois Schools", Illinois Educational Press 
Bulletin, 51:5 (October, 1960) pp. 39-44. 
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